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Climate Change at the Bottom of the Sea

By Brandon Keim ] September 10, 2007 | 12:00:37 PM  Categories: Animals, Climate

A changing climate is going to affect many animals -- bum luck, polar
bears -- but aren't creatures living at the bottom of the ocean in
volcanically superheated waters immune to what happens above?
Maybe not, say scientists. A marine biologist looking at a non-volcanic
deep-sea vent ecosystem found that its shrimp actually followed a
seasonal breeding cycle, spawning in autumn and hatching in spring.
They apparently follow that cycle because larva travel to neighbouring vents after hatching. During the
journey, they don't have access to their usual vent-provided diet, instead foraging in the open water for

material that sinks from surface waters -- and food is most plentiful in the summer.

So what does this mean for the future of extremophiles? Nothing, perhaps -- but it does show that even the
most seemingly isolated creatures may still be part of a whole.

Deep-sea vents 'no climate haven' [BBC]
Related Wired coverage: extremophiles aren't just cool, they can be useful, too.
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